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least 90, and possibly as high as 95. This has been
progressively reduced until in 1910 the proportion
of the illiterate negro population ten years old or
over was 30A per cent, and the number of college
and university graduates was considerable though
the proportion was small. Since the percentage
of native white illiteracy in the United States is
but 3, the negro is evidently ten times as illiterate
as the native white. This comparison is not fair
to the negro, however, for illiteracy in the urban
communities in the United States is less than in
the rural districts, owing largely to better educa-
tional facilities in the cities; and 82.3 per cent of
the negro population is rural.z

The negroes along with the whites have suffered
and still suffer from the inadequate school facilities
of the rural South. The percentage of illiterate
negro children between the ages of ten and fourteen

1 In New England negro illiteracy is 7.1 per cent in the cities and
16.9 per cent in the rural communities. Then, too, the great masses
of negroes live in States which are predominantly rural and in which
the percentage of white illiteracy is also high. The percentage of
native white illiteracy in the rural districts of the South Atlantic
States is 9.8 and in the East South Central is 11.1 per cent. Negro
illiteracy in the corresponding divisions is 36.1 per cent and 37.8 per
cent. In the urban communities of these divisions, illiteracy on the
part of both whites and negroes is less. Native white illiteracy is 2.2
per cent and 2.4 per cent respectively, while negro illiteracy in the
towns was 21.4 and 23.8 per cent respectively.